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outside the great current of redemptive thought which is characteristic 
of the religion of the Old and New Covenants. It is true that this 
literature betrays little consciousness of the great hope of Israel, yet it 
is doubtful whether it could have originated in any race where the 
conception of God as known in the Old Covenant had not molded the 
thought of the writers. It is a loss to any Old Testament theology in 
which this literature has no special discussion. The sacrificial system, 
whatever the history of its development, has a symbolism which is of 
theological value. It deserves more than the one section which touches 
on the subject. One could wish also that a more full discussion of 
"prophecy on its formal side" had been given. It is not easy to see 
how the opinion of Lotz, 1 referred to with apparent approval, p. 474, 
escapes the charge of being " mechanically magical." It may be that the 
editor will find occasion to issue another edition and that the material 
at his disposal will afford the more complete discussions to be desired. 
The style of the treatise is delightful. It provokes the question 
why so few German writers present thought in this clear, perspicuous, 
and almost luminous manner. In conclusion it is to be noted that 
the work as a whole is so valuable that it deserves immediate transla- 
tion, and English-reading students will be the losers if they do not 
have it to study. Francis B. Denio. 

Bangor Theological Seminary, 
Bangor, Maine. 



Die Entstehung des Deuteronomischen Gesetzes kritisch und 
biblisch-theologisch untersucht von Carl Steuernagel. 
Halle: J. Krause, 1896. Pp. x+ 190. M. 4. 

It is at present universally recognized that the book presented to 
Josiah's secretary by the priest Hilkiah which, according to 2 Kings 
22:3 ff., induced this king to destroy all temples and shrines outside of 
his capital, to abolish the worship of all gods except Jahwe in the 
royal sanctuary at Jerusalem, to desecrate altars, holy stones, and holy 
trees, to remove country priests to the metropolis or to slay them, and 
to celebrate the passover in a manner until then unknown in Israel, 
has been preserved to us in Deuteronomy. Practical unanimity has 
also been reached in reference to the pseudepigraphical character of 
Josiah's law book and the age when it was composed. Critical inves- 
tigation has shown that, in spite of its distinct claim to be a work of 

1 Wilhelm Lotz, Geschichle und Offenbarung im Alien Testament, pp. 76-87. 
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Moses, it cannot have been written by him, nor by any man living 
before the seventh century B. C. The recognition of this fact has 
materially furthered our knowledge of the book. There is a gravita- 
tion of responsible opinion to certain conclusions upon questions still 
under debate. Thus it is becoming increasingly certain that the 
framework contains at least two parallel introductions (1-4 and 5-1 1), 
two corresponding epilogues (27, 31, and 28-30), and a historic con- 
clusion drawn from different sources embodying also the song and the 
blessing ; that even the legal portion (12-26) shows secondary strata ; 
that numerous additions were made in the exile ; that the Jbsianic 
code was written in the time of Josiah rather than in Manasseh's 
reign ; and that the Deuteronomic school was familiar with the 
Jahwist, the Elohist and the earlier prophets but not with any part of 
the Priests' code. Yet there are numerous problems still unsolved in 
connection with this remarkable work. 

Dr. Steuernagel has devoted himself with industry and critical 
acumen to the elucidation of some of these problems. In an earlier 
work entitled Der Rahmendes Deuteronomiums, and published in 1894, 
he attempted an analysis of the parenetic discourse (5-1 1), taking for 
his clue the peculiar alternation of 2 p. Sg. and 2 p. PL in this address 
to the people. The same thought has occurred independently also to 
Dr. W. Staerk, Das Deuteronomium, 1894. The sections assigned by 
Dr. Steuernagel to the source sg. formed themselves into a farewell 
address ; those attributed to the source //. made a fairly connected 
introduction to the law book. 

The present study is divided into two parts. Of these the first 
contains a critical analysis of chapters 12-26. The author finds in the 
main two sources. Upon closer inspection these prove to be con- 
tinuations of sg. and //. Thus 5-26 appears as a compilation of two 
documents, one of which,//. (A), uses the plural pronoun, the other, 
sg. (B), the singular, in addressing Israel. The unity of sg. (B) is 
more marked than that of //. (A) which seems to be made up of 
different older material, such as collections of court decisions (die 
Aeltestenquelle), war laws and oracles against religious "abominations." 
Both documents reveal an interest in the centralization of the cult. 
Dr. Steuernagel therefore concludes that an older law touching this 
subject was first enlarged by pi. (A) and then by sg. (B), the former 
adding chiefly laws, sayings, and oracles edited by himself, the latter 
writing a good deal of new matter as well, and that the combination 
of both by an editor who provided it with many glosses constituted 
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Josiah's law book. After the adoption of this work some additions 
were made, chief of them the Decalogue, which, with Meisner, our 
author regards as post-Deuteronomic, and the phrase, "the priests, the 
Levites," which in his opinion occurs for the first time in Ezek. 43: 19. 
By assuming that all the verbal parallels with the Covenant code are 
interpolations and that all analogous statements depend upon use of 
the same sources, he is able to take the position that Deuteronomy 
received already in Manasseh's reign the form it had when proclaimed 
as law in the eighteenth year of Josiah. But the earliest of its sources 
cannot, in his judgment, have been written before Hezekiah's reforma- 
tion which he considers as historical. 

The second part is "biblical-theological." Its purpose is to show 
that the manner in which the author conceives of the origin, growth, 
and composition of the work is in harmony with the trend of religious 
development depicted in the prophetic writings. In order to test the 
accuracy of his analysis and his dates, he examines the ethical and 
religious ideas of each section. The thought of centralizing the cult 
seems to him possible already in the reign of Hezekiah because of the 
natural tendency to celebrate the great feasts at some famous sanctuary, 
at Bethel, Dan, Gilgal, Beersheba or Jerusalem, and because the motive 
that led men like Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and Micah to attack the cult 
was not hostility to the cult in itself so much as anxiety lest it lead to 
Baal worship. Hence the union of an ethical conception of Jahwe and 
a concern for the cult, visible even in sg., is not the result of a com- 
promise, but a logical development of earlier prophetic thought. 
While the influence of Amos and Hosea is marked, there is an advance 
from their conception that the relation of Jahwe and Israel may be 
dissolved toward the later position. On the other hand, the mono- 
theism is not yet so fully developed as in Jeremiah. The religious 
interest in the Aeltestenquelle is to realize the ideal of a people free 
from moral guilt. This may be traced back to Isaiah (6:5, 13). With 
all their differences//, and sg. had in common an earnest desire to 
reform the life of the nation, both in morals and in cult, in order to avert 
a coming disaster. This led the editor to unite them. His purpose 
was not to furnish a party platform, a programme for a revolution, a new 
constitution, but simply to give his people a book of exhortation that 
would by its intrinsic value commend itself and exercise a spiritually 
constraining influence. Dr. Steuernagel holds that the priesthood was 
not at any time before the exile even by custom limited to the tribe of 
Levi and that this was an innovation on the part of Ezekiel. Ezek. 44: 
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10-14, where the Levites are degraded because of their service in the 
hill temples and the priesthood limited to the Zadokites, he regards as 
an interpolation. Consequently the interpolated " Levite-priests " of 
Deuteronomy are post-Ezekielic. 

The author of this book has applied the fruitful principle of 
modern science : divide et impera ! Even though the division should 
prove unwarranted or inexact, it has helped him to a mastery of the 
Deuteronomic material and enabled him to offer some valuable sug- 
gestions. His method is sound, though the results may be questioned. 
There is much to be learned from his careful observation of the moral 
and religious thought contained in each document, and his eager quest 
for the origin of ideas and customs. The literary analysis would have 
been more convincing if the process had been simpler, and the resort 
to interpolation less frequent. Sg. and//, may indeed have been living 
men, but a more searching analysis will be needed to raise their 
existence beyond a doubt. Despite its many excellences, the second 
part does not strike one as confirmatory of the documentary analysis, 
and the dates assigned. In view of the historic account, it is difficult 
to believe that the law read three times in one day was so extensive as 
Dr. Steuernagel thinks, and that its leading ideas could have been 
expressed in different documents through two generations already. 
The superior attraction of some city temples is one thing, a command 
to worship only in one place is quite another thing. It is a stubborn 
fact that the early prophets rejected in toto the Jahwe cult in Bethel, 
Gilgal, and Jerusalem alike (Isa. 18:7 is post-exilic), while they had 
little to say about idolatry. When Josiah slew soothsayers, necro- 
mancers and bamoth priests, he did not so badly misunderstand the 
law he had pledged himself to keep, nor was its author adverse to 
using the strong arm of civil authority for the suppression of obnox- 
ious religious practices. Under all circumstances, the Mosaic guise is 
&pia fraus. There is no intrinsic reason for relegating to a later stage 
the passages which show dependence on the Covenant code. Nor is 
there any justification, in my judgment, for the excision of Ezek. 44: 
10-14, with the consequent recasting of the entire history of the 
Israelitish priesthood. What constituted Josiah's lawbook still remains 
a problem. The view that it is more likely to be found in Deut, chaps. 
12-26 than anywhere else and that it was written in the reign of Josiah 
has not been essentially shaken. 

Nathaniel Schmidt. 

Cornell University. 



